
GED Reasoning Through Language
Arts

1. -- Exhibit–



-- Exhibit --
This documentary film includes several other stories about coyotes besides the ones related
here. Based on the stories in this excerpt, what are the probable topics of the other stories?

A. all types of dogs and their habits

B. coyotes’ ability to adjust to change

C. farming in the Hudson River Valley

D. the problems coyotes cause in zoos

E. Native American customs

Answer(s): B

2. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
When he sets his alarm clock to ring at intervals during the night, of what does Briggs want to
make certain?



A. that no burglar has sneaked into his house

B. that he takes his spirits of camphor on time

C. that his cousin wakes up during the night

D. that he does not stop breathing before morning

E. that his cousin has not played a trick on him

Answer(s): D

3. Exhibit:

What is the speaker referring to when she says she will be “Gone far away into the silent land”
(line 2)?

A. traveling

B. death

C. hearing loss

D. night



E. achievement

Answer(s): B

4. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
What is the narrator’s attitude toward his cousin and aunt?

A. amusement

B. sadness

C. resentment

D. shock

E. admiration

Answer(s): A



5. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
Which of the following is true of Annaqtuusi’s drawings?



A. They show a strong concern for survival.

B. They stress the loneliness of Inuit life.

C. They picture the cruelty of the Inuit to animals.

D. They suggest the damage done by guns and snowmobiles.

E. They show a great affection for the Inuit society.

Answer(s): E



6. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
The author describes Ma with words like "sharply" (line 15), "wary" (line 21), and "watched"
(line 42).
What do these words emphasize about Ma?

A. She is in bad health.

B. She is a strong, calculating mother.



C. She is indifferent to her children’s decisions.

D. She loves her son but hates her daughter.

E. She is desperate for attention.

Answer(s): B

7. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
How does the narrator show the relationship between Rip and his wife?

A. dialogue between the characters



B. contrasting descriptions

C. comments from other characters

D. reactions of the village wise men

E. comments from Rip

Answer(s): B



8. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
Suppose that the same events as depicted in this excerpt were to take place in today’s society.
Which one of the following changes in the excerpt would probably be necessary?

A. Emma would not be as strong-minded.

B. Harriet Smith would not refuse an offer of marriage.



C. A young man like Robert Martin would not want to get married.

D. Mr. Knightley and Emma would never be shown alone in a room together.

E. Mr. Knightley would not be surprised that a woman might refuse an offer of marriage.

Answer(s): E

9. Exhibit:

How does the speaker seem to feel about the prospect of her own death?

A. unprepared

B. terrified

C. angry

D. calm

E. frustrated

Answer(s): D



10. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
What is suggested about Engel’s attitude toward coyotes by his statement, "I began to marvel at
these uninvited guests.
Why, I wondered, is the coyote so successful, despite persistent attempts by people to eradicate
it" (lines 63–67)?



A. confusion

B. anger

C. fascination

D. fear

E. annoyance

Answer(s): C

11. Exhibit:

What is suggested about the grandmothers in the line “With veins rolling roughly over quick
hands” (line 9)?



A. They talk mainly with hand gestures.

B. They are active and energetic regardless of their age.

C. They are more capable than when they were younger.

D. They have completely changed the direction of their lives.

E. They are displeased with their memories and work hard to forget.

Answer(s): B

12. -- Exhibit–



-- Exhibit --
From this excerpt, what can we assume is the author’s purpose in writing this story?

A. to summarize Manuel’s life and career

B. to discuss apricot picking

C. to entertain the reader with an interesting event

D. to suggest that Manuel get another job

E. to expose the plight of the migrant worker

Answer(s): E

13. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
On the basis of the speaker’s reaction to the piano performance, what aspect of the performance
might the speaker comment upon to other people?



A. dull and uninteresting

B. well executed

C. emotionally moving

D. glamorous but superficial

E. technically brilliant

Answer(s): C

14. -- Exhibit–



-- Exhibit --
What is the narrator’s purpose in this excerpt?

A. to create sympathy for Dame Van Winkle’s problem

B. to illustrate the hardships of life in Colonial America

C. to describe Rip’s relationship with his dog

D. to justify Rip’s avoidance of hard work

E. to describe the sort of life Rip led

Answer(s): E

15. Exhibit:

Where are the fish the speaker is describing?

A. in a tank

B. on a farm

C. in the ocean



D. in a friend’s home

E. on a fisherman’s hook

Answer(s): A

16. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
What is the effect of this conversation on Sam?

A. realizes suddenly how much he loves Rose

B. agrees that Rose should explore life on her own



C. feels sad and troubled that Rose is leaving

D. feels angry and hateful toward Rose

E. decides to wait for Rose until she returns

Answer(s): C

17. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
How does the cat react to being snatched by Diana?



A. distractedly

B. indifferently

C. gratefully

D. adoringly

E. angrily

Answer(s): E



18. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
How has the "range" (line 24) of the coyote changed?

A. Most coyotes have moved south and west.

B. Wild coyotes are found primarily in Canada.



C. Most coyotes now live in large cities.

D. There are no coyotes in rural areas now.

E. Coyotes now live all over America.

Answer(s): E

19. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
Why did the author trade in “the microscope for a macro lens and the telescope for a telephoto”
(lines 13–16)?

A. needed to use newer equipment in his job

B. was going to become a marine biologist



C. would need different equipment for his new job

D. suspected that animals would be frightened by microscopes and telescopes

E. had never used a microscope or telescope before

Answer(s): C



20. -- Exhibit–

-- Exhibit --
What is Mr. Knightley indicating when he responds, "I do not absolutely know it, but I can guess"
(lines 47–49)?

A. has true knowledge of the actual events

B. wishes Emma had controlled the discussion



C. dismisses Emma’s comments as opinionated

D. realizes that secondhand information is not reliable

E. has reached a conclusion based on some incomplete information

Answer(s): E


